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Langerfeld Fire Department 
City of Wuppertal – Station 21
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 Mission Statement 

The mission of the Langerfeld Volunteer Fire Department is to protect the lives and property of the citizens of and visitors to the borough Langerfeld of the City of Wuppertal, Germany. This shall accomplish through fire prevention, public education, fire suppression, basic life support and maximum use of available resources in the mitigation of all disasters, both man-made and natural.

  History
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For more than 132 years the Langerfeld Volunteer Fire Department has been active with fire service in this area. Langerfeld itself is a typical borough of Wuppertal with residental areas, industrial buildings, highways (A1), forests and a train container terminal. Located in the eastend of Wuppertal it is the border between two counties: Rhineland (Wuppertal) and Westphalia (Schwelm). 

The written history of Langerfeld dated back to 1304, but it might be older. After World War I Langerfeld unified with the city of Barmen. In 1929 the cities of Barmen and Elberfeld and some boroughs became one: the City of Wuppertal - so Langerfeld became a borough of Wuppertal. 
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Back to the fire service roots: In 1875 the citizens of Langerfeld established the first volunteer fire service with 49 members. The first station with a tower for ladder training was built in 1895 in the street "In der Fleute". During World War I and II a lot of firefighters were killed in action. The Langerfeld FD was at the last war under the command of the professional Fire Department of Wuppertal. It was called "Feuerschutzpolizei" (like fire police, so it was part of the police and so in the end part of the power of Hitler). 
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The Sixties then were golden, even for the Langerfeld FD. The old station with more than 70 years of service was closed down and a new station at "Wilhelm-Hedtmann-Straße" was built. For the cost of 120.000,- DM two rigs were stationed there: LF 16 (engine) and a TLF 8 (light tanker). 
A lot of calls have to be done - from minor incidents to big fires and sometimes some mutual aid. But firefighting is only one task of the unit. Training, fire prevention through public education in kindergarden and schools, safety duties in the opera and attending the festivals of the borough for a closer relationship to the civilians are also tasks for the fire service. 
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There is a youth group of the Langerfeld FD - boys and girls aged from 10 to 17. Established in 1987 a lot of active firefighters started their career in this youth group. 
Our basic engine since 1991 is an Iveco Magirus LF 16 (pump with 1.600 l/min) equipped with basic firefighting and light technical rescue material and manned with 9 fireman (1 captain, 1 engineer and 7 firefighters). The second engine is also an Iveco Magirus LF 16 (from 1988). 
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Since May 1997 the station "Am Timpen" is home of the volunteer unit 21 (Langerfeld) with it`s two engines and was also home for the volunteer unit 20 (Ehrenberg) with one tanker (TLF 8/18) up to 2001. At this time the Ehrenberg Fire Department was closed and the tanker was integrated into the Langerfeld FD. On top of that we got a 4th fire vehicle: an Opel Movano Bus. 
In 2000 the 125-years anniversary was celebrated with different events in Langerfeld.  

Apparatus
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Public Information Officer Carsten Schlabach, Langerfeld FD, presse@loeschzug-langerfeld.de, www. loeschzug-langerfeld.de










